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TELEGRAM - April 14, 2002 
To: SECSTATE WASHDC - IMMEDIATE 

Action: Ds 

From: AMEMBASSY CARACAS (CARACAS 1004 - IMMEDIATE) 

TAGS: ECON, PGOV, PREL, EPST, ASEC, CASC, VE 

Captions: None 

Subject: VENEZUELA'S GENERAL STRIKE AS OF 16:36 PM APRIL 13 


Ref: A. CARACAS 1002.B. 1001 C. 1000 D. 00998 E. 996 FP. 984 
G. 980 H.00974 J. 00973 J. 00966 K. 00948 





CLASSIFIED BY AMBASSADOR CHARLES S. SHAPIRO. REASON 
1.5 (B) AND [D}. 
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CHAVISTA LEADERSHIP MOVES TO RALLY FOLLOWERS 
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2. The state television station resumed broadcasting. 

Pro-Chavez figures, including the Chavez Minister of 

Labor, are insisting that Chavez never resigned and is 

still in power. She is asking Chavez supporters to i 
fill the streets in peaceful support of the former : 
president. She also stated that all of the ministers ‘ 
from Chavez's cabinet have assembled at Miraflores 

Palace and will demand chat Chavez be returned. 


3. The pro-Chavez representatives at the government 
television station said that the National Assembly 
would convene at the station and hold a debate that 
would be televised for the entire nation. They also 
claimed that they would hold an investigation into the 
events of April 11. State television transmissiona 
continue to be broken intermittently. 


5. In an interview with CNN en Espanol, ex-Vice 
President Diosdado Cabello stated that he will assume 
the Presidency if Chavez is not reinstated. 


6. Freddie Bernal, Mayor of the Libertador 
Municipaliry in Caracas appeared earlier this evening 
amongst Chavista demonstrators outside RCTV television 
studioa. It ia not clear what Bernal was doing or 
what he was saying. 


7. RCTV employees spoke from an interior room at the 
station, appealing to the enormous crowd outside for 
no violence. At the same time they made a plea for 
police protection. Subsequently, in script at the 
bottom of the screen, RCTV reported that members of 
the Bolivarian Circles assembled outside the station 
had demanded that RCTV broadcast and interview witha 
representative of the crowd in order to ensure the 
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safety of RCTV staff in the building. 


SHAPIRO 





Additional Addressees: 
None. 


ce: 

OPEC COLLECTIVE 

AMEMBASSY BOGOTA 
AMEMBASSY QUITO 
AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 
AMEMBASSY LIMA 


Distribution: 


TED9221 
ACTION DS-00 


INFO LOG-00 MFA-00 NP-00 AID-00 ACQ-00 CA-01 
CIAE-00 COME-00 CTME-00 DINT-00 DODE-00 DOEB-00 
WHA-00 PERC-00 SRPP-00 EB-00 EXIM-01 E-00 
vc-00 FRB-00 H-01 TEDE-00 INR-00 ITc-01 
L-00 VCE-00 AC-61 NSAE-00 NSCB-00 OCS-03 
OMB-01 OPIC-01 PA-00 PM-00 PRS-00 ACR-00 
SP-00 IRM-00 $SO-00 SS-00 STR-00 TRSE-00 
ASDS-01 PMB-00 DSCC-00 DRL-02 G-00 NFAT-00 

/016W 
ee 85B032 1402242 /38 

O 1401572 APR 02 . 

PM AMEMBASSY CARACAS 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5479 

INFO OPEC COLLECTIVE PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY BOGOTA PRIORITY 

AMEMBASSY QUITO 

AMEMBASSY LA PAZ 

AMEMBASSY LIMA 

USCINCSO MIAMI FL 


CONFIDENT I AL CARACAS 001004 


NSC FOR AMB MAISTO 
USCINSCO FOR POLAD 


DEPT CA FOR MARY A. RYAN 
DEPT ALSO POR DS/OP/WHA AND 3/ES-ODS/OP/CC 


E.0. 12958: DBCL: 04/13/12 

TAGS: ECON, PGOV, PREL, EPET, ASEC, CASC VE 
SUBJECT: VENEZUELA'S GENERAL STRIKE AS OF 10:30 PM 
APRIL 13 


REF: A. CARACAS 1002 B. 1002 C. 1000 D. 00998 EB. 996 
FP. 984 G. 980 H.00974 I. 00973 J. 00966 K. 00948 
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DOTE-00 
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